Memorandum
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FROM: Asst. Director Pickman
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RE: Cthulhu Cult Report

This 1s without exception the most miserable excuse for a Bureau
case file that 1 have ever scene. What kind of maniacal rambling
is this? What a sprawling morass of verbal chaos and excrement.

I recommend an immediate psychiatric review for agent Neville,
and pending the results of such examination, his continued
service to the bureau will be reevaluated.

Accordingly, this file i1s considered without plausible merit and
is hereby closed.
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In this book it is spoken of...Spirits and Conjurations; of
CGods, Spheres, Planes and nmany ot her thi ngs which may or may
not exist. It is immterial whether they exist or not. By
doing certain things certain results foll ow.

--Aleister Crow ey

Consuned by cancer in 1937 at the age of 46, the |ast scion
of a faded aristocratic New England fam|ly, the horror witer
Howard Phillips Lovecraft.left one of..Anerica' s nost curious
literary |l egacies. The bulk of his short stories appeared in
Veird Tal es, a pul p nagazine devoted to the supernatural. But
wi thin these nodest confines, Lovecraft brought dark fantasy
screamng into the 20th century, taking the genre, al nost
literally, into a new di nension.

Nowhere is this nore evident than in the |oosely linked cycle
of stories known as the Cthul hu Mithos. Named for a tentacl ed
alien nonster who waits dream ng beneath the sea in the
sunken city.of .R | yeh,..the .M/t hos..enconpasses. t he. cosnic
career of a variety of gruesone extraterrestrial entities
that include Yog-Sothoth, Nyarlathhotep, and the blind idiot
god Azazoth, who sprawls at the center of U timate Chaos,
"encircled by his flopping horde of m ndl ess and anor phous
dancers, and lulled by the thin nonotonous piping of a
denonic flute held in nanel ess paws."[ 1] Lurking on the
mar gi ns of our space-time continuum this merry crew of CQuter
CGods and Geat A d Ones are now attenpting to invade our
wor |l d through science and dream and horrid rites.

As a marginally popular witer working'in the literary

equi val ent of the gutter, Lovecraft received no serious
attention during his lifetime. But_while nost 1930s pul p
fiction is nearly unreadabl e today, Lovecraft continues to
attract attention. In France and Japan, his tal es of

cosm c fungi, degenerate cults and seriously bad dreans are
recogni zed as works of bent genius, and the cel ebrated French
phi | osophers G|l es Deleuze and Felix Quattari praise his
radi cal enbrace of nmultiplicity in their nmagnum opus

A Thousand Pl at eaus. 2 _On. Angl o- Aneri can turf, a passionate
cabal of critics fill/journals like Lovecraft Studies and
Cypt of Chulhu with their alnbst tal nudic research
Meanwhi | e both hacks and Qi fted disciples continue to craft
stories that elaborate the Cthul hu Mithos. There's even a
Lovecraft convention--the Necronom Con, named for the nost
famous of his forbidden grinoires. Like the gnostic science
fiction witer Philip K Dick, HP. Lovecraft is the epitone
of a cult author.
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The word "fan" cones fromfanaticus, an ancient termfor a
tenpl e devotee, and Lovecraft fans exhibit the unflagging
devotion, fetishismand sectarian debates that have

charact eri-zed. popul ar..reli gi.ous cul.ts. throughout..the

ages. But Lovecraft's "cult" status has a curiously literal
di nrensiion. Many nagi cirans and occultists have taken up.his
M/t.hos as._source material for their practice. Drawn fromthe
dar ker regions of the esoteric counterculture--Thel ema and
Sat ani sm and Chaos nagi c--these Lovecraftian nmages actively
seek to generate the terrifying and atavistic encounters
that Lovecraft's protagonists stunble into conpul sively,
blindly or against their wll.

Secondary occult sources for. Lovecraftian magi c i nclude three
different "fake" editions of the Necronomcon, a fewrites

i ncluded in Anton LaVey's The Satani c Rituals, and a nunber
of works by the loopy British Thelemte Kenneth G ant.
Besides Gant's Typhonian OQT.QO and the Tenpl e of

Set's Order of the Trapezoid, nagical sects that tap the

Ct hul hu current have included the Esoteric Order of Dagon,
the Bate Cabal, M chael Bertiaux's Lovecraftian Coven, and a
Starry Wsdomgroup in Florida, named after the nineteenth-
century sect featured in Lovecraft's "Haunter of the Dark."
Sol o chaos nages fill..out .the.ranks, .cobbling together
Lovecraftian arcana on the Internet or freely sanpling the
M/t hos in their chthonic, open-ended (anti-) worKkings.

Thi s phenonmenon is made all the nore intriguing by the fact
that Lovecraft hinself was a "nechanistic materialist”

phi | osophi cal |l y opposed to spirituality and magi c of any

ki nd. Accounting for this discrepancy is only one of many
curious problens raised by the apparent power of
Lovecraftian magi c. Wiy and how do these pul p visions "work"?
What constitutes the."authentic" occult? How.does nagic
relate to the tension between fact and fable? As | hope to
show, Lovecraftian magic is not a pop hallucination but an

i magi nati ve and coherent "readi ng". set “i.n.motion by the
dynam cs of Lovecraft's own texts, a set of thematic,
stylistic, and intertextual strategies which constitute what
| call Lovecraft's Magick Realism

Magi cal realismalready denotes a strain of Latin

Anerican fiction--exenplified by Borges, Gabriel Garcia

Mar quez, and |sabel Allende--in.which a fantastic dreaniike

| ogi c nmel ds seam essly and delightfully with the rhythns of

t he everyday. Lovecraft's Magick Realismis far nore dark and
convul sive, as anci ent..and anoral forces violently puncture
the realistic surface of his tales. Lovecraft constructs and
t hen col | apses a nunber of intense polarities--between
realismand fantasy, book and dream reason and its chaotic
QG her. By playing out these tensions in his witing,

Lovecraft also reflects the transformations that

dar ksi de occul ti sm has undergone as it confronts nodernity in
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such fornms as psychol ogy, quantum physics, and the

exi stential groundl essness of being. And by enbeddi ng al
this in an intertextual M/thos of profound depth, he draws
t he.reader..i nto the chaos that |ies."between.the worlds" of
magi ck and reality.

Witten nostly in the 1920s and ' 30s,. Lovecraft's work builds
a sonewhat rickety bridge between the florid decadence of fin
de si ecle fantasy and the nore "rational" demands of the new
century's science fiction. Hs early witing is gaudy Gothic
pastiche, but in his mature Chtul hu tales, Lovecraft adopts a
pseudodocunentary style that utilizes the | anguage of
journalism schol arship, and science to construct a realistic
and neasured prose voi ce whi.ch then_expl odes into feverish,
adj ectival horror. Sone find Lovecraft's intensity atrocious-
-not everyone can enjoy a witer capable of conparing

a strange light to "a glutted swarmof corpse-fed fireflies
danci ng hel I i sh sarabands over an accursed narsh. "[ 3]

But in terms of horror, Lovecraft delivers. H s protagoni st
is usually a reclusive bookish type, a scholar or artist who
is or is knowmn to the first-person narrator. Stunbling onto
odd coi nci dences or beset with strange dreans, his

i ntell ectual. curiosity.drives.him.to pore through

f or bi dden books or |ocal folklore, his enpirical turn of m nd
blinding himto the nightmarish scenario that the reader can
see slowy building up around him Wen the M/thos finally
breaks through, it often shatters him even though the
invasion is generally nore cognitive than physical.

By endl essly playing out a shared collection of inmages and
tropes, genres like weird fiction also generate a collective
resonance that can seem both "archetypal” and cliched. Though
Lovecraft broke with.classic fantasy, he-gave.his M/t hos
density and depth by building a shared world to house

his disparate tales.The M/thos stories all share a |imna
map that weaves fictional: places Like Arkham.  Dunw ch, and

M skatonic University into the New Engl and | andscape; they
also refer to a conmmon body of entities and forbi dden books.
A relatively conmon feature in fantasy fiction

these netafictional techniques create the sense that
Lovecraft's Mythos |ies beyond each individual tales,
hovering in a dinension hal fway between fantasy and the real.

Lovecraft did not just tell tales--he built a world. It's no
acci dent that one of the nore successful role-playing ganes
to follow in the heel s.of" Dungeons & Dragons takes place in
"Lovecraft Country." Mst role-playing adventure ganes build
their worlds inside highly codified "nythic" spaces of the
col l ective imagi nati on (heroic fantasy, cyberpunk, vanpire
Paris, Arthur's Britain). The game Call of Chul hu takes

pl ace in Lovecraft's 1920s America, where players becone
"investigators" who track down dark runors or hei nous occult
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crimes that gradually open up the reality of the

nonsters. Call of Cthulhu is an unusually dark gane; the best
investigators can do is to retain sanity and stave off the
nonst.er s'..event ual. apocal.ypti.c triunph.. | n.many.ways Cal | of
Ct hul hu "wor ks" because of the consi derabl e density

of Lovecraft's original” Mthos, a density which the gane

i tself also contributes to.

Lovecraft hinself "collectivized" and deepened his M/t hos by
encouraging his friends to wite stories that take place
withinit. Witers like dark Ashton Smth, Robert Howard,
and a young Robert Bl och conplied. After Lovecraft's death,
August Derleth carried on this tradition with great devoti on,
and today, dozens continue.to wite Lovecraftian tales.

Wth sone notabl e exceptions, nost of“these witers mangle
the Myth, often by detailing horrors the master wsely |eft
shrouded i n anbi guous gl oom[4] The exact delineations of
Lovecraft's cosmc cast and tineline remain nurky even after
a great deal of close-reading and cross-referencing. But in
the hands of the Catholic Derleth, the extraterrestrial Geat
A d Ones becone el enental denons defeated by the "good" El der
CGods. Forcing Lovecraft's cosmc and fundanmental |y anoral
pant heon i nto a traditional..religious. framework, Derleth
conmtted an error at once inmagi native and interpretive. For
despite the diabolical aura of hi's creatures, Lovecraft
generates nuch of his power. by stepping beyond good and evil.

The Horror of Reason

For the nost part Lovecraft abandoned the supernatural and
rel i gi ous under pi nnings of the classic supernatural tale,
turning instead | ooked towards science to provide franeworks
for horror. Calling.Lovecraft the "Copernicus.of the horror
tale," the fantasy witer Fritz Leiber Jr. wote that
Lovecraft was the first fantasist who "firmly attached the
enotion of spectral dread to such.concepts as outer space,
the rimof the cosnobs, alien beings, unsuspected di nensions,
and the conceivabl e uni verses |ying outside our own spacetine
conti nuum"[5] As Lovecraft hinself put it in a letter, "The
time has come when the normal revolt against tine, space, and
matter nmust assune a formnot overtly inconpatible wth what
is known of reality--when it nmust be gratified by imges

form ng suppl ements rather than.contradictions of the visible
and neasurabl e uni versse. "[ 6]

For Lovecraft, it is not. the sleep of reason that breeds
nonsters, but reason with its eyes agog. By fusing cutting-
edge science with archaic material, Lovecraft creates a
twisted materialismin which scientific "progress” returns us
to the atavistic abyss, and hard-nosed research revives the
factual basis of forgotten and di scarded nyths. Hence
Lovecraft's obsession with archeol ogy; the digs which unearth
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alien artifacts and bizarrely angled cities are

simul taneously historical and imaginal. In 1930 story "The
Whi sperer in Darkness," Lovecraft identifies the planet
Yuggot h (from.whi ch the. fungoid M.-Go.launch.their

cl andestine invasions of Earth) with the new y-di scovered

pl anet cal |l ed Pluto. “To the 1930 reader--probably the kind of
person who woul d thrill to popul ar _accounts of C W
Thonpson' s di scovery of the ninth planet that very year--this
factual reference "opens up" Lovecraft's fiction into a

real world that is itself opening up to the Iimtless cosnos.

Lovecraft's nost self-conscious, if somewhat strained, fusion
of occult folklore and weird science occurs in the 1932 story
"The Dreans of the Wtch-House." . The.denoni c characters that
the folklorist Walter Glman first glinpses in his nightnares
are stock ghoulies: the evil w tch crone Kezi ah Mason, her
famliar spirit Brown Jenkin, and'a "Black Man" who is

per haps Lovecraft's nost unanbi guously Satanic figure. These
figures eventually invade the real space of Glnman's
curiously angled room But Glman is also a student of
guant um physi cs, R emann spaces and non- Eucl i di an

mat hematics, and his dreans are al nost psychedelic

mani festati ons of his abstract know edge. Wthin these
"abysses whose.nat eri.al..and..gravitational. properties...he
coul d not even begin to explain,” an "indescribably

angl ed" real mof "titan prisms, 1abyrinths, cube-and-pl ane
clusters and quasi-buil dings,” G| mn keeps encountering a
smal | pol yhedron and a mass of "prol ately spheroi dal

bubbles.” By the end of the tale that he realizes that these
are none other than Keziah and her famliar spirit, classic
denonic cliches translated into the nost alien dinmension of
specul ati ve science: hyperspace.

These days, one finds the notif of hyperspace.i.n science
fiction, pop cosnol ogy, conputer interface design, channelled
UFO propheci es, and the postnodern shamani'sm of today's high-
oct ane psychedel ic travellers--all._discourses that feed
contenporary chaos magi c. The termitself was probably coined
by the science fiction witer John W Canpbell Jr.in 1931,
though its origins as a concept lie in nineteenth-century

mat hemat i cal explorations of the fourth dinmension.

I n many ways, however, Lovecraft was the concept's first

nyt hogr apher. Fromt he. perspective of hyperspace, our nornal,
t hr ee- di nensi onal spaces are exhausted and insufficient
constructs. But our incapacity to vividly inmagine this new
di mensi on i n humani st ‘ternms creates.a crisis of
representation, a crisis which for Lovecraft calls up our
nost ancient fears of the unknown. "All the objects...were
totally beyond description or even conprehension,"” Lovecraft
wites of Glman's seething nightmare before

par adoxi cal | y proceeding to describe these horribl e objects.
In his descriptions, Lovecraft enphasizes the
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i ncormensurability of this space through al nost non-sensica
juxtapositions |ike "obscene angles" or "wong" geonetry,

a rhetorical technique that one Chaos nagician calls
"Sem.otic-Angul arity."

Lovecraft has a habit~of |abeling his horrors
"I'ndescri.babl e, " "nanel ess, "unseen,". "unutterable,"
"unknown" and "form ess." Though superficially weak, this
nove can al so be seen a kind of macabre via negativa. Like
t he apophatic oppositions of negative theol ogians |ike
Pseudo- Di onysus or St. John of the Cross, Lovecraft marks the
limts of language, limts which paradoxically point to the
Beyond. For the nystics, this ultimate is the ineffable One,
Pseudo- D onysus' "super| um.nous-gl ooni..or the A n Soph of

t he Kabbalists. But there is no unity in Lovecraft's Beyond.
It is the omivorous Qutside, the screaming nultiplicity of
cosm ¢ hyperspace opened up by.reason.

For Lovecraft, scientific materialismis the ultimte
Fausti an bargain, not because it hands us Pronethean
technol ogy (a man for the eighteenth century, Lovecraft had
no interest in gadgetry), but because it |eads us beyond

the horizon of what our mnds can withstand. "The nost

merci ful thing.in the.worl.d,.l think,. is the.inability of the
mnd to correlate all its contents," goes the fanmus opening
line of "Call of Qhulhu.” By correl ating those contexts,
enpiricismaopens up "terrifying vistas of reality"--what
Lovecraft el sewhere calls "the blind cosnos [that] grinds
aimessly on fromnothing to something and from sonet hi ng
back to nothing again, neither heeding nor knowi ng the w shes
or existence of the mnds that flicker for a second now and
then in the darkness".

Lovecraft gave thi.s.exi.stentialist dread-an.i.nagi native

voi ce, what he called "cosm c alienage”. For Fritz Lei ber,

t he "nonstrous nuclear chaos" of Azazoth, Lovecraft's suprene
entity, synbolizes "the purposel ess,” nmndless, yet all-

power ful universe of materialistic belief."” But this
synbolismisn't the whole story, for, as DMI voyagers know,
hyperspace is haunted. The entities that erupt from
Lovecraft's i nhuman real ns seemto suggest that in a blind
nmechani stic cosnos, the nost alien thing is sentience

itself. Peering outward through the cracks of domesticated
"human" consci ousness, .a.conpassi onl ess materialist |ike
Lovecraft could only react with horror, for reason nust cower
before the nost raw and atavi stic dream dragons of

t he psyche.

Modern humans usual | y suppress, ignore or constrain these
forces lurking in our lizard brain. Mythically, these forces
take the form of denons inprisoned under the angelic yokes of
altruism norality, and intellect. Yet if one does not
believe in any ultinmate universal purpose, then these
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primal forces are the nost attuned with the cosnos precisely
because they are anoral and i nhuman. In "The Dunwi ch Horror",
Henry Weel er overhears a nonstrous noan froma diabolica

ri te.and.asks."fromuwhat -unplunbed.gul fs of. extra-cosm.c
consciousness or obscure, long-latent heredity, were

those hal f-articul ar “t'hunder - cr oaki ngs drawn?" The Qutside is
Wi t.hi-n.

Chaos Culture

Lovecraft's fiction expresses a "future primtivisnt that
finds its nmost intense esoteric expression in Chaos magic, an
eclectic contenporary style of darkside occultismthat draws
from Thel ema, Satani sm Austin Gsnman.Spare, and Eastern

nmet aphysics to construct a thoroughly postnodern nagic.

For today's Chaos mages, there.is'no "tradition". The synbols
and nyths of countless sects, orders, and faiths, are
constructs, useful fictions, "ganes." That nagi c works has
nothing to do with its truth clains and everything to do with
the will and experience of the magi cian. Recogni zi ng the
distinct possibility that we may be adrift in a meaningl ess
mechani cal cosnbs within which human will and i nmagi nation are
vaguel y com.c fl ukes..(the "“cosm.c.indifferentisn', Lovecraft

hi nsel f professed), the mage accepts his groundl essness,
enbraci ng the chaotic self-creating void that is hinself.

As we find with Lovecraft's fictional cults and grinoires,
chaos magi ci ans refuse the hierarchical, synbolic and
nonot hei st biases of traditional esotericism Like nost Chaos
magi ci ans, the British occultist Peter Carroll gravitates
towards the Bl ack, not because he desires a sinple

Sat ani c inversion of Christianity but becuase he seeks the
anoral and shamani.c.core.of .magi cal experi.ence--a core that
Lovecraft conjures up with his orgies of druns, guttural
chants, and screeching horns. At the sane time, Chaos

mages |ike Carroll also plunb the.weird.science of quantum
physi cs, conplexity theory and el ectroni c Promet heanism Some
dar ksi de magi ci ans becone consuned by the atavistic forces

t hey unl eash or addicted to the dark costune of the Satanic
anti-hero. But the nbst sophisticated adopt a bal anced node
of gnostic existentialismthat calls all constructs into
guestion while refusing the cold conforts of skeptical reason
or suicidal nihilism a-pragmatic.and enpirical shamani sm
that resonates as nuch wth Lovecraft's hard-headed
materialismas with his horrors.

The first occultist to really engage these notions is

Al eister Gow ey, who shattered the received vessel s of
occult tradition while creatively extending the dark dream of
magi c into the twentieth century. Wth his outl andi sh i mage,
trickster texts, and his fanmous Law of Thel ema (" Do what thou
wilt shall be the whole of the law'), Crowley called into
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guestion the esoteric certainties of "true" revelation and
i neage, and was the first nmagus to give occult antinom oni sm
a decidedly N etzschean tw st.[7]

Unfettered, this occult will to power can easily degenerate
into a heartless elitism and the fascist and raci st

dinensi ons.of both twentieth-century occultismand Lovecraft
hi nsel f shoul d not be forgotten. But this self-engendering
will is nore exuberantly expressed as a will to Art. In nmany
ways, the fin de siecle occultismthat exploded during
Cowey' s time was an essentially esthetic esotericism A
good nunber of the nineteenth-century magi ci ans who inspire
us today are the great poets, painters, and witers of
Synbol i sm and decadent Romantici.sm .many of them dabbl ers or
adepts in Satanism Rosicrucianism and hernetic societies.
The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn was infused with
artistic pretensions, and Gol den.Dawn nenber and fantasy
witer Arthur Machen was one of Lovecraft's strongest

i nfl uences.

But it was Austin Gsnman Spare who nost deci sively dissol ved

t he boundary between artistic and nagical |ife. Though
wor ki ng i ndependently of the Surrealists, Spare al so based
his art on the.dark .and.aut.ononous. erupti.ons .of

"subconsci ous" material, though in a nmore overtly theurgic
context.[8] Today' s Chaos nagi cians are heavily 1 nfluenced by
Spare, and their Lovecraftian rites express this

simul taneously creative and nihilistic dissolution. And as
post nodern spawn of rol e-playing ganes, conputers, and pop
culture, they celebrate the fact that Lovecraft's secrets are
scraped fromthe barrel of pulp fiction.

Proof in the Pudding

In a message cross-posted to the Internet newsgroups
alt.necromcon [sic]and alt.satani sm Parker Ryan listed a
wi de variety of magi cal techni ques. described by Lovecraft,

i ncl udi ng ent heogens, gl ossalalia, and shamani ¢ drumm ng.
Insisting that his post was "not a satirical article,” Ryan
t hen descri bed specific Lovecraftian rites he had devel oped,
including this "Rite of Cthul hu":

A) Chanting. The use of the "Cthul hu chant” to create a
concentrative or _neditative state.of consciousness that
fornms the basis of nmuch | ater magickal work.

B) Dream work. Specific techni ques of controlled dream ng
that are used to establish contact with C hul hu

C) Abandonnent. Specific techniques to free oneself from
culturally conditioned reality tunnels.
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Ryan goes on to say that he's experinented with nost of his
rites "with fairly good success.” |In comng to terns with
the "real magic" enbedded in Lovecraft, one quickly

encount ers..a fundanental .i rony. the.cold skepti.ci.sm of
Lovecraft hinself. In his letters, Lovecraft poked fun at his
own tales, claimng heewote themfor cash and playfully
nam.ng hi.s friends after his nonsters. Wile such attitudes
in no way dimnish the inmaginative power of Lovecraft's

tal es--which, as always, lie outside the control and
intention of their author--they do pose a problemfor the
wor ki ng occul ti st seeking to establish Lovecraft's nagi cal
authority. The nobst obvious, and |east interesting, answer
is to find authentic magic in Lovecraft's biography.
Lovecraft's father was a.traveling salesman who died in a
madhouse when Lovecraft was eight, and vague runors that he
was an initiate in some Masonic order~or other were exploited
in the Necronom con cobbl ed together by George Hay, Colin

W son, and Robert Turner. Qthers have tried to track
Lovecraft's occult know how, especially his famliarity

with Aleister Gow ey and the Gol den Dawn. In an | nternet
docunent relating the history of the "real"” Necronom con,
Colin Low argues that Crowl ey befriended Sonia Geene in New
York a few years before the woman nmarried Lovecraft. As proof
of CGrow ey's indirect.influence.on Lovecraft, Low sites

this intriguing passage from"The Call of Chul hu":

"That cult woul d never die until/the stars
cane right again and the secret priests
would take Cthulhu fromH s tonb to revive Hs
subjects and resume H's rule of earth. The tine
woul d be easy to know, for then nankind woul d have
beconme as the Geat Ad Ones; free and wld, and

beyond good and evil, with |aws and noral s

thrown aside.and.all nen shouting.and killing and
revelling in joy. Then the |liberated Add Ones
woul d teach them new ways to shout and kill and

revel and enjoy thenselves, and all_earth  would
flame with a hol ocaust of ecstasy and freedom

Low clains this passage is a mangl ed reflection of Crow ey's
t eachi ngs on the new Aeon and the The Book of the Law. In an
article in Societé, Robert North also states that Lovecraft
referred to "AC." in a letter, and that G ow ey was
nmentioned in Leonard Cine's The Dark Chanber, a novel
Lovecraft discussed i'n his Supernatural Horror in Literature.

But so what? Lovecraft.was a fanatical and inaginative
reader, and many such fol ks are drawn to the semotic exotica
of esoteric lore regardl ess of any beliefs in or experiences
of the paranormal. From The Case of Charles Dexter Ward and
el sewhere, it's clear that Lovecraft knew the basic outlines
of the occult. But these influences pale next to Vathek, Poe,
or Lord Dunsany.
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Desperate to assim |l ate Lovecraft into a "tradition", sone
occultists enter into dubi ous explanations of nystica

i nfluence by di sincarnat e bei.ngs. -Nort h. gi ves..this. Invisible
Col | ege i dea a shamanic twist, asserting that prehistoric

Atl antiian tribes who survived the flood exercised

t el.epat hi.c i nfl uence on people li ke John Dee, Bl avatsky, and
Lovecraft. But none of these Lovecraft hierophants can nmatch
the delirious splendor of Kenneth Grant. In The Magi cal
Revival, Grant points out nore curious simlarities between
Lovecraft and Crowl ey: both refer to "Geat dd Ones" and
"Col d Wastes" (of Kadath and Hadith, respectively); the
entity "Yog-Sothoth" rhynes with "Set-Thoth," and Al Azif:
The Book of the Arab resenbles Growley's A vel Legis: The
Book of the Law. In N ghtside of Eden, Grant maps Lovecraft's
pant heon onto a darkside Tree of Life, conparing the mangl ed
"iridescent globes" that occasionally pop up in Lovecraft's
tales with the shattered sefirot known as the @ipoth. G ant
concl udes that Lovecraft had "direct and consci ous experience
of the inner planes,"[9] the same zones Grow ey prow ed, and
that Lovecraft "disguised" his occult experiences as fiction.

Li ke many latter-day Lovecraftians, Gant conmts the error
of literalizing a purposefully nebul ous nyth.. A subtler and
nore satisfying version of this argunent is the notion that
Lovecraft had direct unconscious experiences of the inner

pl anes, experiences which his quotidian mnd rejected but
whi ch found their way into his witings nonethel ess. For
Lovecraft was bl essed with a vivid and ni ght mari sh dream
life, and drew the substance of a nunber of his tales from
beyond the wal | of sl eep.

In this sense Lovecraft's magickal authority is nothing nore
or |less than the authority of dream .But.-what.kind of dream
tales are these? A Freudian could have'a field day with
Lovecraft's fecund, squi shy sea nonsters, ‘and a Jungi an

anal yst m ght recogni ze the |iniments of _the proverbi al
shadow. But Lovecraft's Shadow is so inky it swallows the
standard archetypes of the collective unconscious like a

bl ack hole. If we see the archetypal world not as a static
st orehouse of tineless godforns but as a constantly

nmut ating carnival of figures, then the seething
extraterrestrial nonsters that Lovecraft glinpsed in the
chaos of hyperspace are-not.so pmuch archai ¢ figures of
heredity than the avatars of .a new psychologi cal and nythic
aeon. At the very least, it would seemthat things are
getting mghty out of ‘hand beyond the magic circle of the
ordered daylight mnd.

In an intriguing Internet docunment devoted to the

Necr onom con, Tyagi Nagasiva places Lovecraft's potent
dreantales within the terma tradition found in the Nyi ngma
branch of Ti betan Buddhi sni 10]. Ternas were "pre-nature"
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witings hidden by Buddhi st sages for centuries until the
time was ripe, at which point religious visionaries would

di vi ne their physical hiding places through onmens or dreans.
But..sone.termas were.reveal ed.entirely.in dreans,; often
couched in ot herworldly Dakini scripts. An old Indian

revi sionary tactic (the second-century Nagarjuna was Said to
have. di scovered hi s Mahayana nmast erpieces in the serpent

real mof the nagas), the terma gane resol ves the religious
probl em of howto alter a tradition w thout disrupting
traditional authority. The fanous Ti betan Book of the Dead is
a terma, and so, perhaps, is the Necronom con.

O course, for Chaos nagicians, reality can coherently
present itself through any.nunber. of.self-sustaining but
mutual Iy contradictory synbolic paradigns (or "reality

tunnel s,” in Robert Anton Wil son's nmenorabl e phrase). Nothing
is true and everything is permtted. By enphasizing the self-
fulfilling nature of all reality clains, this postnodern

perspective creatively erodes the distinction between
legitimate esoteric transm ssion and total fiction.

This bias toward the experinmental is found in Anton LaVey's
Satanic Rituals, which includes the first overtly
Lovecraftian rituals.to.see.print.. ln presenting "D e

El ektri schen Vorspi el e" (which LaVey based on a

Lovecraftian tal e by Frank Bel knap Long), the "Cerenony of
the Angles,” and "The Call .to Qhulhu" (the latter two penned
by M chael Aqui no), LaVey does claimthat Lovecraft
"clearly...had been influenced by very real sources."[11] But
in holding that Satanic nmagic allows you to "objectively
enter into a subjective state,” LaVey nore enphatically
enphasi zes the ritual power of fantasy--a radical

subj ectivity which explains his irreverence towards occult
source naterial, whether. Lovecraft or, Masonry...ln nam ng his
Order of the Trapezoid after the "Shining Trapezohedron®
found in Lovecraft*s "The Haunter of the Dark"--a bl ack,

oddl y-angl ed extraterrestrial crystal used to.comrunicate
with the A d Ones--LaVey enphasi zed that fictions can

channel magi cal forces regardl ess of their historica

aut henticity.

In his two rituals, Mchael Aquino expresses the subjective
power of "neani ngl ess” |anguage by creating a "Yuggothic"
tongue simlar to that heard in.Lovecraft's "The Dunw ch
Horror" and "The Wi sperer in the Dark."™ Such guttura
utterances help to shut down the rational mnd (try

chanting "P garn' h v'glyzz" for a couple of hours), a notion
el aborated by Kenneth Grant in his notion of the Cult of

Bar bar ous Names. After |eaving the Church of Satan to form
the nore serious Tenple of Set in 1975, Agquino

eventually refornmed the Order of the Trapezoid into the
practical magic wing of the Setian philosophy. For Stephen R
Fl owers, current Grand Master of the order, the substance of

Case: X9233-93-5
11/ 23/ 93



Federal Bureau of |nvestigation
CONFI DENTI AL CASE FI LE
page 13

Lovecraftian magic is precisely an overwhel m ng subjectivity
that flies in the face of objective law. "The A d Ones are
the objective mani festations...of the subjective universe
which is.what .is trying to 'break.through' .the nerely

rati onal m nd-set of nodern humanity."[12] For Flowers, such
i nvocations are ultimately apocal yptic, hastening a
transition<into a chaotic aeon i n which the Ad Ones

reveal thenselves as future reflections of the Bl ack Magi ci an
("There are no nore Nightmares for us,” he wote ne).

This desire to rebel against the tyranny of reason and its
ordered objective universe is one of the underlying goals of
Chaos magi c. Many woul d appl aud the sentinent expressed by

Al bert Wlmarth in Lovecraft's "The \Wisperer in Darkness":
"To shake off the naddening and wearying |Iimtations of tine
and space and natural |aw-to be linked with the vast
outside--to cone close to the nighted and abysnmal secrets of
the infinite and ultimate--surely such a things was worth the
risk of one's life, soul, and sanity!"[13]

In his electronically circulated text "Kathulu Mjik
Luvkrafting the Roles of Mddern Uccultizm™ Tyagi Nagasiva
wites that nost Western nagic is ossified and dualistic,
heavi |y wei ght ed t owards. the.f.orces of order,. hierarchy,
noral i zing, and structured | anguage. "Wthout the
destabilizing force of Kaos, we woul d stagnate
intellectually, psychol ogically and ot herw se. .. Kathul u
provi des a necessary instability to conbat the stolid and
fixed nethods of the structured 'O durs'...One may becone
bal anced t hrough exposure to Kathulu" (Tyagi's "m s-

spel lings" show the influence of Genesis P. Oridge' s Tenple
of Psychick Youth). Haranullah criticizes black magi ci ans who
sinply reverse "Ordur” with "Kaos," rather than bringing

t hi s underlying polarity.into balance (a-dualistic error he
also finds in Lovecraft). Showi ng strong Taoi st and Buddhi st
i nfl uences, Haramullah calls instead for a "Mdul Path" that
magi cal | y navi gates between structure and.disintegration,
will and void. "The idea that one may progress linearly al ong
the MP [Mdul Path] is m staken. One becomnes, one does not
progress. One attunes, one does not forge. One all ows, one
does not nmnake."

In the Gncinatti Journal of Cerenonial Magic, the anonynous
aut hor of "Return of the Elder Gods" presents an evol utionary
reason for Mythos magi c. The author accepts the scenario of
an approaching world crisis brought on by the invasion of the
El der Gods, Qi pothic transdi mensional entities who ruled
protohumanity until they were bani shed by "the agent of

the Intelligence," a Promethean figure who set humanity on
its current course of evolution. We renmain connected to these
El der Gods through the "Forgotten Ones," the atavistic forces
of hunger, sex ,and violence that linger in the subterranean
| evel s of our being. Only by magically "reabsorbing”

Case: X9233-93-5
11/ 23/ 93



Federal Bureau of |nvestigation
CONFI DENTI AL CASE FI LE
page 14

the Forgotten Ones and using the subsequent energy to
boot st rap hi gher consci ousness can we keep the portal seal ed
agai nst the return of the El der Gods. Though Lovecraft's nane
i s.never _nentioned in.the article,.he. is ever.present, .a
skeptical naterialist dream ng the dragons awake.

Wi.ting the Dream ..

Wthin the Mythos tales, one finds two dimensions--the normal
human worl d and the infested Qutside--and it's the

ont ol ogi cal tension between themthat powers Lovecraft's
magi ck realism Though Cthul hu and friends have

mat eri al aspects, their reality is nost horrible for what it
says about the way the uni.verse-i.s. .As.the Lovecraft schol ar
Joshi notes, Lovecraft's narrators frequently go nmad "not

t hr ough any physi cal viol ence at the hands of supernatural
entities but through the nmere realization of the the

exi stence of such a race of gods and beings." Faced with
"real n6 whose nere existence stuns the brain," they
experience severe cognitive di ssonance--precisely the sorts
of disorienting rupture sought by Chaos nagi ci ans. [ 14]

The rol e-playing gane Call of Chul hu wonderfully expresses

t he vi ol ence of. this.Lovecraftian.paradigmshift..In
adventure ganes |i ke Dungeons & Dragons, one of your
character's nost significant neasures is its hit points--a
nunber whi ch determ nes the anmount of physical punishnment
your character can take before it gets injured or dies. Cal
of Cthul hu replaces this physical characteristic with the
psychic category of Sanity. Face-to-face encounters w th Yog-
Sot hoth or the insects from Shaggai knock points off your
Sanity, but so does your discovery of nore information

about the Mythos--the nore you find out from books or
starcharts, the nore.l.ikely.you are to wind, up.in the Arkham
Asylum Magic also conmes with an ironic price, one that
Lovecraftian magi cians mght wel| pay heed .to. If you use any
of the binding spells fromDe Verms M/steriis or the
Pnakoti c Manuscripts, you necessarily |earn nore about the
M/t hos and thereby | ose nore sanity. [ 15]

Lovecraft's scholarly heros al so investigate the M/thos as
much through readi ng and thi nki ng as through novenents

t hr ough physical space, and this psychol ogi cal exploration
draws the m nd of the reader directly into.the | oop. Usually,
readers suspect the dark truth of the Mt hos while

the narrator still clings to a quotidian attitude--a

techni que that subtly forces the reader to identify with the
Qutside rather than with the conventional worldview of the
prot agoni st. Magically, the blindness of Lovecraft's heroes
corresponds to a crucial elenment of occult theory devel oped
by Austin Gsman Spare: that magi ¢ occurs over and agai nst

t he conscious mnd, that ordinary thinking nust be silenced,
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di stracted, or thoroughly deranged for the chthonic will to
express itsel f.[16]

| n_order .to invade our..plane,.lLovecraft's entities need a
portal, an interface between the worlds, and Lovecraft
enphasi zes two: books and dreans. I'n "Dreans of the Wtch-
House; " "The Shadow out of Tine" and."The Shadow over

| nnsmout h, " dreans infect their hosts with a virul ence

that resenbles the nore overt psychic possessions that occur
in "The Haunter in the Dark" and The Case of Charles Dexter
Ward. Like the nonsters thensel ves, Lovecraft's dreans are
aut ononmous forces breaking through from Qutside

and engendering their own reality.

But these dreans also conjure up a nmore literal "outside":
the strange dream|ife of “‘Lovecraft hinself, a life that (as
the inforned fan knows) directly inspired some of the

tal es[17]. By seeding his texts with his own ni ght mares,
Lovecraft creates a autobi ographi cal honol ogy between

hi nsel f and his protagonists. The stories thenselves start to
dream which neans that the reader too lies right in the path
of the infection.

Lovecraft reproduces.hinself..in.his tales in.a nunber of
ways--the first-person protagonists reflect ;aspects of his
own recl usive and booki sh 'ifestyle; the epistolary form of
the "The Whisperer in Darkness" echoes his/ own commtnent to
regul ar correspondence; character names are lifted
fromfriends; and the New Engl and | andscape is his owm. This
psychic self-reflection partially explains why Lovecraft fans
usual | y becone fascinated with the man hinself, a gaunt and
solitary recluse who socialized through the mail, yearned for
the ei ghteenth century, and adopted the crabby outl ook and
manneri sns of an old.nman. Lovecraft's |ife, .and.certainly

hi s vol um nous personal correspondence, formpart of his

nmyt h.

Lovecraft thus solidifies his virtual reality by addi ng

aut obi ographi cal elenments to his shared world of creatures,
books and maps. He al so constructs a docunentary texture by
t hi ckening his tales with manuscripts, newspaper cli ppings,
scholarly citations, diary entries, letters,

and bi bl i ographies that |ist fake books al ongsi de rea
classics. Al this produces.the sense that . "outside" each
individual tale lies /a neta-fictional world that hovers on
the edge of our own, a world that, Iike the

nonsters thensel ves, is._constantly trying to break through
and actualize itself. And thanks to Mythos storytellers,
rol e-pl ayi ng ganes, and dark-side magicians, it has.

...and Dream ng the Book
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In "The Shadow out of Tine," Lovecraft nakes explicit one of
the fantastic equations that drives his Magick Realism the
equi val ence of dreans and books. For five years, the

nar.rat or,.an econom.cs..prof essor naned Nat hani.el..W ngat.e
Peasl ee, is taken over by a nysterious "secondary

personal ity."” After recovering his original identity, Peaslee
I S.beset. by powerful dreans in‘which he finds hinself ina
strange city, inhabiting a huge tentacl e-sprouting coni cal
body, witing down the history of nodern Western world in a
book. In the clinmax of the tale, Peaslee journeys to

the Australian desert to explore ancient ruins buried beneath
t he sands. There he discovers a book witten in English, in
his own handwiting: the very sanme vol une he had produced

i nsi de his nonstrous dream.body.

Though we learn very littleof their contents, Lovecraft's
di abolical grinoires are so infectious that even gl ancing at
their om nous sigils proves dangerous. As with their dreans,
t hese texts obssess Lovecraft's booki sh protagonists to the
poi nt that the volunes, in Christopher Frayling s phrase,
"vanpirize the reader."” Their titles alone are nmagi c spells,
the hal lucinatory incantations of an eccentric antiquari an:
t he Pnakotic Manuscripts, the Ilarnet Papyri, the R |lyeh
Text, the Seven Crypti.cal Books.of. Hsan. [Lovecraft's friends
contributed De Verm s Mysteriis and von Junzt's
Unaussprechli chen Kul ten, and Lovecraft naned the aut hor

of his Qultes Des Goules, the Conte d Erlette, after his
young fan August Derleth. Hovering over all these grimtones
is the "dreaded" and "forbi dden" Necronom con, a book of

bl asphenous i nvocations to speed the return of the Add (nes.
Lovecraft's suprene intertextual fetish, the Necronom con
stands as one of the few nythical books in literature that
have absorbed so nuch inmagi native attention that they've

ent ered published. real.ity.

| f books owe their Iife not to their individual contents but
to the larger intertextual webwork of reference and citation
wi thin which they are woven, than the dread Necronomn con
clearly has a life of its own. Besides literary studies, the
Necr onom con has generat ed numerous pseudo-schol arly

anal yses, including significant appendi xes in the

Encycl opedi a O hul hi ana and Lovecraft's own "Hi story of the
Necr onom con." A nunber of FAQ can be found on the Internet,
where a mld flame war_.periodical Ly erupts.between magi ci ans,
horror fans, and nythol ogy experts over the reality of the
book. The undead entity referred to in the Necronom con's
famous coupl et--"That i.s-not dead which can eternal lie,/And
with strange eons even death may die"--nay be nothing nore or
|l ess than the the text itself, always lurking in the margins
as we read the real.

Lovecraft's brief "H story" was apparently inspired by the
first Necronom con hoax: a review of an edition of the
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dreaded tone submtted to Massachusetts' Branford Review in
1934.[ 18] Decades later, index cards for the book started
popping up in university library catal ogs.

It's perhaps the principle expression of Lovecraft's NMagi ck
Realismthat all these ghostly references would finally
mani.fest.the book itself. 1n 1973, a small-press edition of

Al Azif (the Necronom con's Arabic nane) appeared, consisting
of eight pages of simulated Syrian script repeated 24 tines.
Four years later, the Satanists at New York's Magi ckal Childe
publ i shed a Necronom con by Sinon, a grab bag that contains
far nore Sumerian nyth than Lovecraft (though portions were
"purposely left out" for the "safety of the reader"). George
Hay' s Necronom con: The Book. of..Dead.Nanes, also a child

of the '70s, is the nost conplex, intriguing, and
Lovecraftian of the lot. I'n‘the spirit of the master's
pseudoschol arshi p, Hay nests the fabul ated i nvocati ons of
Yog- Sot hoth and C hul hu anongst a set of anal ytic,

literary and historical essays.

Though magi ci ans with strong i magi nati ons have cl ai med t hat
even the Sinon book works wonders, the pseudohistories of the
various Necronom cons are far nore conpelling than the texts
t hensel ves. . Lovecr aft..hi.nmsel.f..provi ded t he bare bones: the
text was penned in 730 A.D by a poet, the Mad Arab

Abdul Al hazred, and naned after the nocturnal sounds of
insects. It was subsequently translated by Theodorus. Phil etas
into Geek, by AQaus Wrmus into Latin, and by John Dee into
English. Lovecraft lists various libraries and private

col l ections where fragnments of the volunme reside, and gives
us a knowi ng wi nk by noting that the fantasy witer RW
Chanbers is said to have derived the nonstrous and suppressed
book found in his novel The King in Yellow fromrunors of the
Necr onom con (Lovecraft..hinsel f cl ai ned.to have.gotten his

i nspiration from Chanbers).

Al of the Necronom con's subsequent’ pSeudohi stories weave

t he book in and out of actual occult history, with John Dee
playing a particularly conspicuous role. According to Colin
Wl son, the version of the text published in the Hay

Necr onom con was encrypted in Dee's Enochi an ci pher-text

Li ber Logoaeth . Colin Low s Necronom con FAQ cl ai ns that

Dee di scovered the book at the court of King Rudolph Il's
court in Prague, and that is was under.its.influence that Dee
and his scryer Edward Kelly achi eved their nost powerful
astral encounters. Never published, Dee's translation becane
part of celebrated collection of Elias Ashnol e housed at the
British Library. Here Gowley read it, freely cobbling
passages for The Book of the Law, and ultimately passing on
sone of its contents indirectly to Lovecraft through Sophia
Geene. Gowey' s rolein Lows tale is appropriate, for
Crow ey certainly knew the nagi cal power of hoax and history.
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For the history of the occult is a confabulation, its lies
wedded to its genealogies, its "tineless" truths fabricated
by revisionists, madnmen, and geniuses, its esoteric

tradi.ti ons.a constantly. shifting conspiracy of.influences.
The Necronom con is not the first fiction to generate

real magical activitywithin this potent twlight zone
between phid ol ogy and fant asy.

To take an exanple froman earlier era, the anonynous

Rosi cruci an mani festos that first appeared in the early 1600s
claimed to issue froma secret brotherhood of Christian
Herneticists who finally deened it time to come above ground.
Many readers inmediately wanted to join up, though it

is unlikely that such a group exi.sted.at the time. But this
hoax focused esoteric desire and inspired an expl osi on of
"real " Rosicruci an groups.Though one“of the two suspected
aut hors of the nmanifestos, Johann Val entin Andreae, never
cane cl ean, he nade veiled references to Rosicruciani sm as

an "ingeni us gane which a nasked person mght |ike to play
upon the literary scene, especially in an age infatuated with
everyt hing unusual . "[19] Li ke the Rosicrucian nmanifestos or

Bl avat sky' s Book of Dzyan, Lovecraft's Necronom con is the
occult equival ent of Orson Welles' radio broadcast of the
"War of the Wrlds."..As.Lovecraft. hinself wote, “"No weird
story can truly produce terror unless it is devised with al
the care and verisimlitude of antactual hoax."[ 20]

In Foucault's Pendul um Unberto Eco suggests that esoteric
truth i s perhaps nothing nore than a sem otic conspiracy

t heory born of an endl essly rehashed and self-referenti al
literature--the intertextual fabric Lovecraft understood so
wel |l . For those who need to ground their profound states

of consciousness in objective correlatives, this is a daming
i ndi ctment of "tradition." But as Chaos.nmagici.ans rem nd us,
magi ¢ i s nothing more than subjective experience interacting
with an internally consistent matrix of signs and affects. In
t he absence of orthodoxy, all we have i's _the dynam c tantra
of text and perception, of reading and dream These days the
G eat Wrk may be nothing nore or |less than this "ingenius
gane," fabricating itself without closure or rest, weaving
itself out of the resplendent void where Azazoth withes on
hi s Mandel brot throne.

Appendi x: The C hul hu Proj ect

VW note the following fromH P. Lovecraft's “The Call of
Ct hul hu”:

1. There exists a conspiratorial organi zation of gl obal
reach;
2. It is centered around “the undying | eaders of the cult

in the nountai ns of China”;
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3. “Remai ns of Them [according to the “deathl ess Chi nanen”]
were still to be found as Cycl opean stones in islands in
the Pacific”;
4. “When.the stars.were ri.ght, They. could plunge fromworld

to world through the sky; but when the stars were w ong,
They coul d not Five”;

5. “the_center [of the organization] |ay amd the pathless
deserts of Arabia, where Iram the Gty of Pillars,
dreans hi dden and unt ouched”;

6. “I't was not allied to the European witch-cult”;

7. The center of the interests of the cult has noved under
wat er ;

8. Bi ol ogi cal abnornalities are of great interest to the

cult; so is non-Euclidi.an. geonetry.

W concl ude that Lovecraft was m sinforned --- his informants
do not appear to have been the.nost stable individuals ---
and that Cthul hu did not come fromthe stars, it will go to
them Chulhu is a starship

The “cult” is in fact the conspiracy; the links to China and
Arabia are clear evidence of this. The “deathl ess Chi nanen”
are obviously successful Chinese alchenmsts, and in the
Arabi an N ghts;. |Irem.(or. |l.ran). is.reached by.an al chem st
with an astonishing ability to perform bi ol ogi cal
transformations. The “Cycl opean” structures in the Pacific of
whi ch Lovecraft wote must be. then ruins known as Nan Madol
(al so called Nan Matol), on the island of Ponape in the
Carolines. These were constructed when the Islamc and

Chi nese branches of the Conspiracy were at their

hei ght. The non-alliance with the European witches is al so
explicable --- those who were not nerely a |ocal reaction
against Christianity were a splinter group, isolated and
thrown on its own.resources . during the Dark.Ages, and

det ached fromthe Conspiracy as such

Ve may take the identification of .the Cthulhu cult and the
Conspiracy as established. “Plunging fromworld to world” and
the intense interest in the stars and non- Eucl i dean geonetry
suffice to show that the project is about interstellar
travel, and at speeds greater than c at that. The link with
biology is not so strange as it mght seem Evidently the
Conspi racy deci ded agai nst human or mechani cal control;
instead, it is seeking.to create a living starship whose
nervous systemis al ready adapted to a w de range of non-
Eucl i dean geonetries and the intricacies of space travel, as
ours is adapted to Euclidean geonetry and throw ng things.
The "when the stars are right" fornula is a m sunderstandi ng;
when it is working properly, Cthulhu will plunge fromworld
to world, fromthe Earth to the stars. Wen they are not
right, CGhulhu is quiescent, inactive, in a state of
suspended ani mati on - dead. The possi bl e incorporation of
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nore conventional nechanical el enents nay have contributed to
the notion that Cthul hu i s sonehow at once alive and dead.

Evident | y..t he.Ct hul hu..pr oj ect..began.i.n.l rem .but..was forced,
for sone reason, to relocate to the east --- nuch further
east. The Kitab al-Azif, later known in the west as the
Necr.onom.con, is evidently a product of the research/carried
out at Ilrem The Geek nane translates as the “Book of the
laws [or rules or science, etc.] of the dead.” It may thus
either refer to those syntheses which were not fully alive,”
or to unsuccessful projects.

Sone hundreds of years after the relocation to Ponape, that
site too was abandoned, being left to.the native (or perhaps
encroachi ng) Mcronesians. We believe it unlikely that the

Ct hul hu project went to Easter |sland or the still unexpl ored
hi ghl ands of Papua New Qui nea. .lnstead, it is probably that
t hey noved under water. The sea, after all, is a free-fal

envi ronnent, abundant in resources and energy, and even
possesses somne insulation against the seismc activity of the
Pacific, as the survival of coral reefs attest.

Reports of Cthul hu indicate a trenendous size and an at | east
partial ly cephal opod..natur.e...Oct.opodes are the nost
intelligent of the invertebrates, and in addition possess
dexterous linbs. It is not inplausible that' the Conspiracy as
altered sone of themsufficiently to nake them val uabl e
graduate students, if not researchers, and nay even have

i ncor porated cephal opod el enents into the starship. Under

wat er, huge structures may be assenbl ed, such as bl ue whal es,
gi ant squid, and starships, ignoring the constraints of
gravity, no nore relevant there than in space.

Thi s hypot hesi s expl.ai.ns.. sone ot herw.se. quite.puzzling data.
The rel ationship of the CGhulhu cult to the Deep Ones and
shoggot hs is now plain as.a pikestaff, as is their preference
for renote areas, where the Conspiracy could work on them
undi sturbed by priests, princes and people in general. (There
are other, and quite obvious, advantages to situating
research facilities in the South Pacific.) The el ucidation of
a fact which has perpl exed scholars for decades - nanely,

that Nan Matol neans in space --- is nowtrivial. Further, it
is in full accordance with |local tradition. The conmon belief
of the Cargo Cults thatEuropean wealth was due to the

m gration of their ancestral rmagici ans to Engl and and Hol | and
is, in a sense, perfectly true. So, rightly viewed, are the
Ponapean | egends about..the origin of Nan Matol:

“The story that Hanbruch [A German
ant hr opol ogi st who visited Ponape in 1908-10] heard
about the building of Nan Matol tells how two young
wi zards, 4 o-Sipe and A o-Sopa [or: O o-Shipe and
A o- Shaupa], set out from Jokaz [a nearby island]
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to build a great cult center to the gods, denons,
and ghosts. They tried several places on the coasts
of Ponape, but each time the wind and the surf
destroyed thei r..handi work. At.last. they.found. their
Ideal site at Tenuen. A mghty spell made the

basal tic prisnson Jokaz fly through the air and
settle down in the right positions to form Nan
Mat ol . ..

“Until recent times Nan Matol was used as a
center for the worship of the turtle god
Nanusunsap. Wienever the Ponapeans caught a sea
turtle, they brought it to Nan Matol and kept it in
one of the buil di ngs...\Wen-the tribe was assenbl ed,
the priests anointed the turtle with coconut oil
and hung it with ornanents. The priests | oaded the
turtle into a boat and paddled about the canal s of
Nan Matol, while one priest stared at the turtle
and blinked his eyes every tine the turtle blinked.
Wien they arrived at Pan Katera, where a fire had
been lit, a priest killed the turtle by breaking
its shell with a club. The turtle was cut up,
cooked, and served to the priests and the king,
wi th prayers and.ri.t ual.

“In the reign of the Nan-Mrki Luk-En-Miei u,
about 1800, the ritual was brought to an end.in a
ridicul ous fashion. At one a rage, how ing curses,
and went off to live by hinself on a sand bank and
eat eels. [Conpare the Anerican children's song:

" “Nobody |ikes nme, everybody hates ne, guess |'I|
go eat worns.'' It goes on to describe the
gastronom c delights of annelidophagy in detail.]
The Met al aniim.ans..[.i.e. natives] feared.that he had
so profaned the cerenony that they could no | onger
hold it.

“The Ponapeans al so had nyths about a dragon
or giant lizard. In one version, the dragon |ived
in Jokaz and gave birth to two girls. Wen the
girls grew up, they married the reigning Satal ur
and asked their husband to let their nother cone to
live in Nan Matol. Wen he assented, the dragon
noved i nto one of .the buildings, excavating the
canal s of Nan Matol i1n the process.

“Next norning,-when the Satal ur brought sone
food for his nmother-in- |aw, he saw the dragon for
the first tine. In terror he burned up the house
and the dragon. H's wives junped into the fire and
burned thensel ves up too; and in his grief the
Satalur did |ikewi se. The likeliest explanation for
the dragon nyth is that Ponape was once visited by
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t he New Qui nean crocodile, a | arge man-eating
speci es often found swimmng in the open sea, where
one woul d never expect to see a crocodile.""’

(pp. 233-235 of L. Sprague and Cat heri ne de Canp, Anci'ent
Rui ns and Archaeol ogy.)

The | ast sentence of rationalization is easily explained. L.
S. de Canp was a protege of Lovecraft, Cark Ashton Smth and
Howard Carter. Undoubtedly his researches into the roots of
these nen's ideas lead himto the Conspiracy. If he is not a
nmenber, he is at |east a pawn, attenpting to cover the traces
of the Secret Masters of the Conspiracy. The de Canps begin
their chapter on Nan Matol..wth- the quotation

And there, in sonbre splendour by the shore
O Hali dark, an ancient city stood;

Bl ack nmonol ithic domes and towers | oom
Stark, gigantic in the starless gl oom

Li ke druid nmenhirs in a haunted wood.

fromCarter. Hali is a |l ake associated with Hastur, full of -
need it be said? --- octopodes.

(The novel The Mbon Pool, by A Merritt, is/set (in part) in
Nan Matol; the rest of its action'takes place in a
civilization of astonishing scientific sophistication beneath
the Pacific. Cephal opods are specifically nentioned by one
character as a plausible formof non-human intelligence. The
i medi ate sequel, The Metal Enperor, deals with artificial
intelligences and what appear to be the descendants of
partici pants of the Bal kh Conference in the inner reaches of
Central Asia --- i.e., Lovecraft's Leng. The Face in the
Abyss inplies that.there.is.at |east _one transhunman Secret
Master of the Conspiracy in the Andes, ‘while the Dwellers in
the Mrage has fascinating parallels w th Chulhu. How

Merritt --- an editor for ' the Hearst papers ---.cane by his
ast oni shi ng knowl edge of the Conspiracy --- to say nothing of
his distinctive, perhaps unique prose --- is a nystery.)

The insanity of Lovecraft's informants is thus quite
rational. The creation of a living starship, hardwired to
make sense of quantumgravity and general relativity, would
have been i nconprehensi.ble to any.non-Conspirator before
this century; and commruni cation with such an entity ---
especially a not-fully-debugged prototype --- as good a way
as any of frying one' s.neurons. In. fact, the testing of FTL
starshi ps appears distinctly hazardous. Things go wong in
unpl easant ways. One of themwas the Krakatoa expl osion -
om nously, right on the Pacific. Another was the Tunguska
event. It went up; it canme down; it did horrible things to
| arge parts of Siberia and spawned new religi ons anong the
aborigines. According to Lovecraft, the later test in the
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1920s nerely drove thousands of people insane. W nay observe
that the Conspiracy has been naki ng progress. H's published
date does not match that of the start of the great stock

mar ket bubbl e,. but he.nay have fudged. natters.a.little.. No
doubt "subsequent tests have been responsi ble for other

i nstances of wi de-spread |unacy --- the re-election of Ronald
Wil.son Reagan springs to mnd.

Lovecraft evidently m sunderstood the Conspiracy, if in fact
he was not deliberately fed disinformation by its enem es.
The di vergence between an ancient and unspeakable alien deity
and a man- nade starship boggles the m nd. Nonethel ess, he was
ri ght about one thing: Nothing will ever be the sanme after

Ct hul hu ri ses.

I nci dentally, based on his“interest in space travel, the deep
oceans and gi ant squid, we can.confirmthat A C Jdarke is a
Conspirator.

I n August Derleth's thunbnail biography of Solar Pons, it was
stated that he had witten six nonographs, two of which
concern us, as they deal with the "Cthul hu Mthos." The first
nonogr aph, published in 1905, was entitled An Inquiry into

t he Nan- Mat al Rui ns .of .Ponape,. .and.the second, published in
1931, was entitled An Exam nation of the Ct hul hu Cult

and Q hers.

In going through the adventures that were witten up by
Dr. Lyndon Parker, there is only one adventure which touched
upon the "Chul hu Mythos." This adventure was entitled "The
Adventure of the Six Silver Spiders” upon its publication in
the public press. In exam ning a catal ogue for the sale of a
private collection of twenty vol unes, Parker nentioned sone
of the titles therein:..Necronom con, ;Unaussprechl i chen
Kulten, Qultes des Goul es, De Verms Mysteriis, and Liber
Ivonis. It is obvious to the student of the "Cthul hu M/thos"
that these are titles of books which are integral to
t he understanding of the threat fromthis nythol ogy, if
everyt hing about it can be taken as absolute truth.

Pons told Parker that "Al|l these books have a precarious
existence only in the witings of certain mnor authors of
Anerican origin, all apparently followers, in a renote sense,
of the work of Edgar Allan Poe._ The catal ogue is, in short, a
hoax. "

There woul d seemto._be a discrepancy here, for if Pons
firmy believed that these books were spurious, then what do
we nake of the two nonographs whi ch he published? To rectify
this discrepancy, and to give sone justification for the
rectification, we need to backtrack a little.
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Sol ar Pons was born in 1880 and graduated from Oxford in
1899. H s first nonograph, An Inquiry into the Nan-Mat al
Rui ns of Ponape, was published in 1905. He established his
private inquiry practice.in.1907, -whi.ch was only.interrupted
by his service with British Intelligence during Wrld Var 1.
Dr. Lyndon Parker noved in with Pons at 7B Praed Street. and
began wri.ting up the adventures of Solar Pons in January
1928, noving out in January 1933 when he nmarried. "The
Adventure of the Six Silver Spiders” occurred in January
of 1930. And the second nonograph, An Exam nation of the
Cthulhu Cult and Gt hers, was published in 1931.

In this day and age, the 1990's, the two nonographs are
exceedi ngly rare, whereas.Parker's wi.te-ups of Solar Pons's
adventures are kept in print alnost continuously. To give
sone feeling to the conclusions which will follow, we wl
guot e from bot h nonogr aphs.

The foll owi ng excerpts were del eted from Solar Pons's
nmonograph An Inquiry into the Nan-Matal Ruins of Ponape
before its publication in 1905 and were recently discovered
anong his notes. He is known to have commented to Dr. Lyndon
Parker that he had found it necessary to omt several
striking incidents. because.of..a.request fromthe Admralty in
one case, an obligation to protect the reputation of a
certain noble famly in another, and in all a fear that their
outre nature woul d work against accept ance; of
hi s concl usi ons.

O course hearsay abounds concerni ng strange
happenings in the area, but there is one well-
docunent ed i ncident, the episode of the sl oop
Napl es near Ponape. The account released to the
press said only.that the crew had been.lost in a
storm but certain additional details were nade
known to nme privately. Several shells of nolluscs,
pi erced as though for use in.jewelry, were. found
aboard. They were identified as belonging to a
speci es of clamthought to exist only at great
depths. There were peculiar scratches on the decks,
arranged in star-shaped groups of five and
suggesting not hing so nmuch as the claw marks of
sone strange beast. But the nost bizarre point
did not appear until the ship was.towed to New
Zeal and and pl aced in dry dock. There was found
jamed in the rudder hinge the Iinb of an unknown
sea creature, resenbling the armof a frog the size
of a man.

I was rem nded of those star-shaped scratches
during the Adventure of the Abandoned Li ght house,
where a man went nad after followng up a hint in a
f or bi dden book. | was unable to shed any light on
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the young man's death and was obliged to record the
case in ny files as an inconclusive failure. He had
| ocked hinself into the beacon chanber and

col l.apsed i nto.gi-bbering.i nbecility, |eaving no
testinmony to his experience. On the stairs |eading
up to the chanberl found mnute traces of
scratches arranged |i ke those on the Naples. There
were al so traces of a sliny substance whi ch was
definitely organic, though | could not match it

wi th any known marine or terrestrial organism
Considering our limted know edge of sea life and
the chem stry of living things this is not
surprising; but | did succeed in matching it with
traces found on the outside.surface of the beacon
roomw ndow, a place so difficult of access that ny
conpani on professed fear of heart failure while

wat chi ng ne obtain the sanples.

The second excerpt is as follows:

There exists in the files of Scotland Yard
another case with a thread | eading to Ponape. It is
officially | abel ed "unsolved," as is the hunmane
cust om-when t he.nurderer..i.s.known to be.dead. In ny
own files it is labeled the Adventure of the Eye of
Lapi s Lazuli. The nurderer was the educated and
wi dely travelled son of a highly pllaced famly and
showed no outward sign of any norbid, vicious or
unbal anced qualities either before or during the
peri od when he commtted sone of the nost atrocious
deeds in the history of crine. |Indeed so whol esone
did he seemthat the police, convinced that the
nmurders nust be the work of a raving lunatic, never
consi dered hi.m.suspect .until | entered.the. case. He
ultimately took his own |life, |eaving a handful of
crushed fragments of .l apis lazuli and a diary which
recounted his acquisition on.Ponape of a device in
the formof an eye of inlaid genstone and his
gradual ensl avenent, through the stone, by sone
mal i gnant intelligence frombeyond the visible
wor | d.

And the third fragment:

I have had one other case in which a connection
wi t h Ponape appeared: the case of the Doom anong
t he Standi ng St ones. The connecti on was i ndeed
tenuous; ny quarry had spent two years there in his
youth and rmade a cryptic reference to it in a
letter, which I contrived to inspect, to a
nyst eri ous and untraceabl e associ ate on the
continent. But the case itself, or rather the end
of it, was quite worthy of the reader's attention.
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My client had been for sone tine subject to
harassnent, at once terrifying and yet so subtle
t hat.-t he.pol i ce.coul. d do.not hi.ng. wi t h.the.object of
forcing himto hand over certain books and
artifacts of great' antiquity which had been
carefully guarded by his.famly for generations,
even t hough their significance had been | ost and
was now unknown to him The perpetrator was an evil
man with a reputation for dabbling in black magic.
At ny suggestion the client had agreed to his
denmands in order to trap himw th proof of
extortion. Possibly suspecting a trap, the
villain had dictated.a.neeting.at.night in acircle
of megalithic tors and arches in the mdst of a
desol at e noor.

Early on the day of the neeting | went there
alone to scout out the terrain. | soon observed
that the place had been very recently visited,

t hough the indications were i nadequate to deduce
their purpose. There was a circular snudge fromthe
base of a bull's eye lantern, there were col ored
wax dri.ppi-ngs. as..from.candl.es, and a foul snelling
oi | substance had been poured on the ground at four

poi nts around the central altar stone. |l was able
toidentify this as a mxture of herbal distillates
conbined with unidentifiable animal material.

There was an even nore peculiar trace just
outside the circle. It had been conpletely
surrounded with a series of rough stones in the
shape of five-pointed stars, very evenly spaced at
i nterval s of..three.feet, four inches. Upon. picking
one up | felt such a strong tingling sensation in
ny hand that Idropped it, smashing it into four
parts. | reassenbled the broken star. as
i nconspi cuously as possi bl e, picked up another and
placed it in ny pocket for |ater exam nation and
made a substitute of pebbles and clay that would
keep ny man fromnoticing any change in the
arrangenent .

| returned that.evening, -.a half hour before
sunset and an hour and a half before'ny client had
agreed to neet him approaching the circle
cautiously by a devious route fromthe village
where | was lodging. My intention was to arrive
wel | before either of themand find a hidden
vant age point but as | nade ny wary approach I
descried the bl acknmail er proceedi ng al one al ong the
mai n path. This sl owed ny progress considerably and
| was unable to reach the circle before darkness
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had fallen and a mst was rolling in from t he
direction of the sea. By then | could see that he
was perform ng sone sort of ritual by the

| i ght. of .a nunber..of snall candles, declaimng to
the enpty night in the harsh syl |l abl es of some
al i en tongue.

| have never been able to explain what happened
next in terns of our nornmal concepts of reality,
and shall leave it for the reader to formhis own
specul ation, bearing in mnd that | ama trained
observer of uni nmagi native tenperanent.

The m st now forned. a solid.gray background
across the candle-lit circle of great stones, while
the circle itself appeared filled with |ow curls of
the drifting vapor. | have_had nuch experience with
fogs of all kinds and amquite certain of the
preternatural |y dense bl ackness whi ch began to form
within the fog outside the circle and nove in oily
billows as the ritual proceeded. It appeared on the
si de opposite ny position, but gradually drifted
around the circle, sonetinmes seem ng nore dense and
sonetines.| ess...As.it . .neared.ne.l coul d.di scern
m nute pinpoints of light withinit, like a swarm
of radiant bees.

The bl ackmai |l er had conpleted his ritual and
now stood quietly in an attitude of watchful ness,
alternately | ooking toward the bl ack cloud and
staring blankly as though listening for sone faint
sound. | heard the distant crunch of a footstep on
the gravelly path fromthe village and knew that ny
client was approaching. The.bl acknail.er..seened to
hear it too and sm | ed.

By now the bllack cl oud had reached the point to
nmy right and behind the nman where | had snashed one
star-stone and renoved another, which | carried in
an i nside pocket of ny coat. |I could see the cloud
bul ge i nward, as though purposefully probing
agai nst sone unseen barrier. The man was staring
intently in the direction of ny client and did not
see the great tendril of star-flected. bl ackness
nove toward hi m'through the gap | had nade in his
carefully arranged circle of star-stones, and began
scream ng only when it reached and engul fed him
Bef ore ny eyes he di sappeared into the thing,
though | could still hear his hoarse aninmal cries.
As the blackness withdrew fromthe circle and
di sappeared the voice receded and seened to be
com ng from above, though whether this was sone
strange acoustical effect of the fog | cannot say.
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Naturally | returned and went over the site
nmeticul ously in daylight, but I found no trace, no
cl ue-to what . had.happened. The.nman never
reappeared, alive or dead, and ny client and his
pecul i ar heirl oons were never troubled again.

These excerpts were witten in, or prior to, 1905. At
that tinme, if Pons was not witing his nonograph wth tongue
firmy lodged in cheek, he believed in what his researches
had reveal ed concerning the "Chul hu M/t hos. "

By January of 1930, Pons has seened to have done a
conpl ete reversal concerni.ng. hi.s.know.edge of the "C hul hu
M/thos." He tells Parker that/the catal ogue is a hoax,
nmeani ng t he books thensel ves are a hoax, and, in effect, that
there is no basis in fact to substantiate the "C hul hu
M/t hos. "

Then, in 1931, Pons's second nonograph was published, of
whi ch the preface is hereby appended:

In the annals of crine, cases involving magic,
wi t chcraft and .traffic.w th.supernatural. powers are
by no neans rare; to the connoi sseur of crine one
need only nention the schemes of "Count Cagliostro”
or the scandal ous affairs of Al eister/ Crow ey. The
great majority of these are easily explained in
terns of ordinary fraud and of the unbal anced
mentality naturally attracted to such things. But
there remains a residue which teases the intell ect
and haunts the inmagi nation.

The cases..l..have encountered in-ny.own.career
may all be dism ssed as the result of nundane human
crimnality except for a snall nunber. The
di sturbing feature of these, however, is that they
all have a conmon link in a body of |ore known in
occult and scholarly circles as the "Chul hu
M/t hos. "

| first becane aware of these apparently
out | andi sh ideas in the wake of the hideous case of
Threadgil |, the notorious necrophile, whose
fiendish activities were conducted with such
mani acal cunning as to elude the official police
for many years. At_his death the case was treated
with circunspection by the press, and his crines
descri bed only vaguely as the nost repul sive
results of nental aberration. But | had | earned
that the man had conbi ned the sort of insanity
docunented by Kraft-Ebing with attenpts at
necromancy, guided by a collection of recherche
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books. Unfortunately his library was destroyed
inthe fire in which he perished, save only a
handful of notes which | carried out with ne. They
consi-st ed of . copi.es. of .lengt hy.i.nscri pti.ons.i.n an
unknown tongue, | abel ed "El tdown Shards," together
with a partial translation. They purported to be
the.records of visitors frombeyond this planet/ who
visited the earth | ong eons ago. The earth had by
that tinme a long history of contact with
extraplanetary life, in particular a group of
fearsone creatures referred to as the " d Ones.”
Naturally | dismssed this at the tine as a

| udi crous inposture.

My next inkling of the "mythos" came in the
affair of the nurderous astrol oger Hawt horne. H's
crimnal depredations were._all too.real and all too
human, but |i ke many of his kind he conbi ned
bl atant chicanery with a genuine belief in the
supernatural . Three days before his execution he
wote a will leaving me his library. It consisted
for the nost part of preposterous quackery, but
there were two books which did not share the
hyst eri.cal. gul l.i.bi.li ty.of the others. They were
Cultes des CGoules by the Conte d" Erlette and
Unausspr echli chen Kulten by“the Baron wvon Junzt.
They were obscurely witten and difficult to
i nterpret but undoubtedly shared nmany concepts
with the "El tdown Shards."

My next and nost inportant exposure to the
"C hul hu Myt hos" again proved nothing; but this
time the docunmentary evidence was nore i npressive.
| encount er ed..i.t -whi | e.pursui ng.a crinm.nal. geni us
whose exploits have been substantially recorded by
ny | oyal biographer, but about whoma great deal
nore nmay be tol d soneday, and._about.whom.a very
great deal may never be known. In the course of an
unaut hori zed visit to his quarters during the snal
hours of the nmorning | discovered an anci ent
manuscript witten in Arabic. | have made a speci al
study of docunents of all ages with regard to
identification and authenticity, and can vouch for
t he age and Arabi.an. peni nsul ar origi n.of the book.
Thi s genius anmong crimnals had transl ated the bul k
of it into English. | was deeply inpressed by this,
for aside from his_strange conpul sive inclination
toward crimnality the nman was a | ogi ci an and
scholar of the first water. Fromthe tine and
effort he had expended one coul d safely deduce that
he knew of additional facts which nmade the book of
nore inportance than |l egend or fraud. In the brief
nonents at ny disposal, | read of the Geat Ad
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Ones, including great Cthul hu of the ocean deeps,
Hastur of the starry void and the form dabl e
Yog- Sot hot h anong ot hers, who once ruled the earth
and-wai t ed with.nal ign.patience.to rule.again. The
treatise included rituals of nmagic for contacting
t hese creaturesand creating the necessary
condi.tions for their return. Sandw ched in among

t he pages of translation was an apparently

unrel ated item several pages of nathenati cal

cal culations, in the man's own hand, based on the
exi stence of nore than three spatial dinensions.

The transl ati ons were | abel |l ed "Necronom con, "
whi ch intrigued nme because |l had.heard of this rare
book before and believed, on seem ngly good
evidence, that it was a fictional invention. But
this form dably ancient book was quite real, and
its translator was no gull or fantasist.

It was many years before | found the leisure to
foll ow out these threads and track down the obscure
sources which detail the Cthul hu Mthos. | found
wi t h nmonot onous regularity that books had been
st ol en.or.destr.oyed, -and.often had to exercise the
greatest ingenuity in gaining access to carefully
guar ded copies. This nonograph is the result of
that investigation, and. | trust that it wll
stimulate interest, if not acceptance, and point
the way to further research. | believe that | have
denonstrated, at the very | east, that
subt erranean groups of dangerously fanatic cultists
do exist, and that enough hints exist to warrant
reexamning our limted concept of the earth's vast
and awesone hi.st or.y.

And a short quotation . fromthe body of the nonograph:
It is said that the mddle American- town of Harkness is
popul ated by the spawn of O huyeg, the doom wal ker who was
i mprisoned by the Elder Ones. It is also said that J' Cak
| ggart han, author of the Black Book of the Skull lives here,
and has done so ever since Quy vani shed except when he nust
take of f for sone esoteric journey.

It is obvious fromthe preface to his second nonograph,
that Pons did, indeed, believe the truth of his researches
into the "G hul hu Mythos.” It is believed that the two
nonogr aphs were intended for students of the "Chul hu
M/t hos, " whereas "The Adventure of the Six Silver Spiders”
was i ntended for a w der audience, it was best to put forth
the "truth" that the "Cthul hu Mythos" was a conpl ete hoax, in
order to protect mankind fromthe horrors masked by that
termnology. In effect, there is no discrepancy between
t he nonographs and the witten-up adventure. Parker had been
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living with Pons for at |east a year when this adventure
occurred. There is no doubt that Parker went along with the
facade in order to protect humanity fromhis own bunbling
nai.vet e.

Practicality

Most inportantly underlying this particular account of the
Cthul hu cycle is the notion that Cthul hu is not dead, but
“dreamng”. It is a fundanental notion anong nodern occul ti st
participating in the Chul hu novenent, that the return of
Cthul hu and other Geat dd Ones to power is an inmmenent

fact. The true mnions to Cthulhu will prepare for his com ng
and facilitate his process.of “awakeni.ng”. And as C hul hu
returns to enslave nmankind in' the yoke of ancient magick, the
faithful followers of his biddi ng shall enjoyed an exalted
status above the renai nder of manki nd.

It is witten, in the R1lyeh Text that the passing of each
solar cycle bears the potential to bring the Geat Lord
closer to his eruption fromthe sea. Chul hu takes the m nds
of small groups of humans and as he holds their psyches in
his thrall, he demands sacrifice fromthem Those held in his
sway follow.his conpulsion.to.perf.orm self-sacrifice;
sontimes in the taking of their ow lives, nore often in the
self-destruction of a |linb or member of their own body. This
yielding of flesh strengthens Hs mght. A sacrificial cycle
of individuals will occur during the the lunar nonth
preceedi ng the Hall ommas. Each will follow the bidding of
Cthul hu, giving up, quite literally, life and linb to appease
the Geat Ad One and to hasten his return. The cycle
culmnates with the sacrifice of the twelfth victimwho wll
take his owmn life two days prior to the Hall owras. The
“Chosen One” w |l .neet.w.th other followers, of.C hul hu, and
inritual circle the Chosen One will sever his or her own
head as the ultimate self .sacrifice to Cthul hu. The fi nal
sacrifice is essential, as it culm.nates the cycle and
creates a psychic force which propels Cthul hu's sunken tonb
in Rlyeh towards the surface. Wien it surfaces, his dom nion
shall be conplete. It is wit that unto the year when the
warm wat er shall cone forth fromR |yeh and the second

m | enium of the fal se prophet is nigh, this shall be the year
that Cthul hu coneth forth and darkness forever falls upon the
epoch of man

Cthul hu exerts his will upon mankind through the “call”. This
Call of Cthul hu, appears-to be an entirely real phenonenon.
Most common of its synptons are that the afflicted individua
“hears” Cthul hu. Individuals hearing the Call have little
choice but to do its bidding. To the outside world they seem
as mad nen, but they know within whomthey nust serve wi thout
hesi tancy or reserve. The call cannot be escaped.
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The R lyeh text states that the Call can be broken, at |east
for such time as nost swift action may be taken. It requires
a special invocation of Cthul hu, performed before his sign.
The-si gn_bei ng drawn,..a. toot.h.shoul.d..be brought..to.touch it,
rem nding the supplicant of the Geat Ad One’s hunger for
the fl esh of man. Thi'sdone, the invocation of “Phnglui . ngwa
naf.h, - Cthulhu R I'yeh w gahnaglfthagn” is thrice intonated,
within the hearing of the He Wio Doth Hear the Call. This
done, the tooth shall becone enriched with the strength to
break grip of the Call. But such is to be taken only with
great dread, as Cthul hu shall take notice upon those breaking
his grasp upon the living and unto them if they be

unri ghteous, shall he send forth his calling.

| have heard the call
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